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Introduction Mixed-Methods Approach

The impacts of fast-paced natural resource extraction mount quickly during the Powder River Basin 1. Policy analysis of federal, state and local statutes that concern oil and gas
development and production phases of a play. However, legacy impacts that remain _ development and reclamation have been meticulously reviewed. Theoretically, the

following extraction, at the end of the lifecycle, are often neglected in policy and - efforts and success of CBM reclamation projects are a product of the regulatory
practice. If mitigating legacy impacts is not made a priority, the result can be ] environment. However, this relationship cannot be assumed. The desire to decipher
widespread industry abandonment of wells, infrastructure and all environmental ko between the intentions of policymakers and what is truly taking place is a pervasive

liabilities. Such is the case after a coalbed methane boom occurred in the Powder theme that applies directly to the research. In this study, the term “ground-truthing” is
River Basin of Wyoming from 1998-2008. After the bust, some 4,500 orphaned wells used to describe this policy-focused research aim.

remain on farms and ranches in Wyoming, along with considerable uncertainty about
who will take responsibility for well and land reclamation that will cost at least $125
million to complete. Therefore, it is germane to ask:
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""?fna":\ 2. Qualitative interviews with 30+ Powder River Basin landowners, oil & gas attorneys,
and agency officials from the Bureau of Land Management and Wyoming’s Department
of Environmental Quality, State Engineer’s Office, and the Wyoming Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission.

1. How does Wyoming’s reclamation policy influence and/or enable bond forfeiture
and company disappearance?
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2. What strategies had landowners implemented to try to locate an industry
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& bankruptcies have and Gas Conservation Commission. Landowners can elect to wait for the State to plug orphaned wells on
cover P
reclamation — created an ever- their property. No additional reclamation is conducted by the State aside from plugging the well and
become changing assemblage removing well-site infrastructure. The state has plugged 1,367 wells since 2014. It’s estimated that the state
insolvent of industry players. will be plugging CBM wells in the Powder River Basin until, at least, the year 2021.
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e Litigation: Surface-owners can litigate against industry companies for not complying with the surface-use
contract, failure to pay surface damage and/or royalty payments, and excessive surface disturbance.

: . Wyoming pulls High Plains Gas'
High Pl M H
'5 TR K DIk ) s bonds, adds 3,000 wells to plugging

INDUSTRY natl.Jral gas assets in Powder River list Examples of litigation against CBM operators show surface-owners finding success through court action.
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